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 Greetings Church Family! 
 
It’s hard to believe that we have been apart for 6 months.  When this pandemic started, most of us had 
no idea we would be quarantined for so long.  I sure hope you accepted my challenge to read some 
books, learn something new, and do something nice for someone else.  Those are probably the easiest 
challenges we faced during this time.  As your pastor, I have faced many challenges over the last few 
months, and some of those challenges are still before us.  The staff and Elders have been trying to dis-
cern the right time to return to in-house worship.  Some of you participated in our recent survey and the 
results are varied.  Many of you indicated you won’t return to worship in the sanctuary at this time for 
various reasons, while more of you said you would.   
 
At a special session meeting on Thursday, September 3rd, we made some decisions.  First and foremost, 
all of our decisions are subject to change based on CDC guidelines, as well as state & local government 
regulations.  All social distancing and precautionary measures will be strictly followed.  Because of the 
current regulations and the small size of our sanctuary, we will only be permitted to have 25 people at-
tend any worship service.  Everyone entering will be required to wear a mask the entire time they are in 
the building, even during worship.  There will be elders at the door to take everyone’s temperature, take 
attendance for contact tracing purposes, and usher people to a seat.  Please note you will most likely not 
be able to sit in your regular seat.  You will also be ushered out after the service, and you are asked to go 
directly to your cars.  There will be hand sanitizer available for your convenience.  
 
As we begin to unfold the plan to return, we will worship at 11:00 a.m. ONLY.  We will resume our 
8:45 service at a later date.  Due to the limited capacity in our sanctuary, you will be required to call the 
church office to register for worship.  You may call the office Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. the week prior to worship.  When you call, you may only register for one service; registration will 
not be taken more than a week in advance.  The only exception to that is if you call to register for the 
upcoming service, and it is booked, you may register for the following week.  If you register to attend a 
worship service, we ask that you notify us if something comes up, and you are unable to attend.  That 
will allow us to call those who might be on a wait list.  If you register and don’t show up, we will call 
you on Monday to make sure you are ok.  Please remember that when you register and don’t show up it 
takes a seat from someone else.  Please be respectful of others.  
 
We are attaching a disclaimer on the next page, so we ask everyone who plans to attend worship to read 
it and understand that by entering the premises you understand that you won’t hold the church or indi-
viduals who attend worship responsible if you should become sick.  You are also  



 

 agreeing that you will not enter the church building if you are currently sick, have a fever, or have 
been exposed to anyone who was diagnosed with COVID-19, and you are agreeing to follow the 
guidelines that are set in place.  
 
As we return to in-house worship, Joel and I are going to continue our online worship services as 
they are now.  Please understand that a lot of work goes in to those services, and we are not sure 
if we will be able to do both, but we are going to do our best to make that happen.  We may get to 
a point that we will have to discontinue the current online style and go back to live-streaming the 
service in the sanctuary.  We will continue doing both as long as we can.  
 
Having said all that, we are going to have worship in the sanctuary on Sunday, October 4th, which 
is World Communion Sunday.  Communion will be different than you are used to.  For every-
one’s protection we are going to be using the pre-packaged juice and wafer.  If you are planning 
to stay at home and worship online, we will make the communion elements available for you to 
pick up at the church office between 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Monday through Friday the week of Sep-
tember 28 so you can participate in communion during the online service.  If you are unable to get 
to the church but want to participate in communion, you may call the church office and let Judy 
know and we will get someone to bring the elements to you.  
 
Friends, I realize some of you aren’t happy with this decision, either because you think we should 
just get back to the way things were before, or you think it’s too soon to return, and there are 
many of you in between.  This has been one of the most challenging times for me as your pastor.  
I am painfully aware that our decisions will not please everyone, no matter the decision.  We are 
living in difficult times, but we need to bear with one another in love, remembering what Paul 
said in Romans 12:9-12, “Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be de-
voted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.” 
 
Please continue to pray for your leadership and staff as well as each other, our community and 
our nation, and remember to love your neighbor as yourself.  May God have mercy on all of us.  
 
In Christ,  
 
 
Rev. Tina 



 

 CHURCH CRIER 

CALANDAR CORRECTIONS AND 
MONEY DUE  

 According to Kelly Ward, his goal is 
to put out the 63rd Paris Presbyterian Church 
Community Birthday Calendar 2021.  

 He will leave all information the 
same if no one contacts him to make chang-
es. If you want to add anything to the calen-
dar, please let him know the following: 

1) Person’s name(s),                                       
2) date desired,                                                     
3) is it Birthday, Anniversary, or Memorial?                                                                                 
Cost is .25 cents for each listing. 

 Get the information to Kelly Ward 
by email at: kward0142@comcast.net or call 
the church: 724-729-3450. Calendars will 
cost $3.00 each. Let him know if you want a 
calendar or additional calendars. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PETS 
Saturday, September 19 

 from 11 A.M =12:30  P.M. 

 

 The Outreach Team is excited 
to be hosting our annual Blessing of 
the Pets, even though things will be 
different this year. Due to COVID-19, 
we will be offering curbside service. 
Pull your car into the parking lot dur-
ing the event, and a volunteer will get 
your information and provide direc-
tions for blessing of the pets and vac-
cines. 

COMMUNITY FLU                  
VACCINE CLINIC                

Wednesday, September 30, Noon-1:30 

 It’s that time of year again! Make 
sure you get your annual flu shot. While we 
all hope and wait for a vaccine for COVID 
19, we cannot forget about the flu! Protect 
you and your loved ones by getting the vac-
cine at our community flu shot clinic at the 
Gathering Place.  

 Make your timed reservations today 
by calling the church office. Masks are re-
quired in the building and physical distanc-
ing guidelines will be followed. 

 Individually wrapped refreshments 
will be provided. 

  

TRUNK OR TREAT 

October 25 (Time TBD) 
 Trunk or Treat will be different this 
year. While there won’t be any games or 
food inside the church, Outreach is asking 
everyone to go all out by decorating their 
trunks. Plan to come early to set up your 
decorated trunk and have treats ready to 
hand out. 

 There will be a contest for best deco-
rated trunk. Kids will remain in their cars as 
they are directed through the parking lot to 
pick up treats. At the last station, they will 
receive a pumpkin and items to decorate 



 

 

 Things are different this year, but God 
is still the same.  Our shoebox program is still 
going on however, if you wish to fill a box, 
you will need to pick it up at the church of-
fice.  They will be there by Monday, Sept 
14th.  Don't forget, if you are able, to include 
shipping inside the box.  Cash or Check made 
out to the church.  Requested cost is $9.00 
per box. 

 Original plans were to have work-
shops to make items for the boxes, however, 
only one happened before COVID 19 ar-
rived.  We do have a few individuals who are 
working on items on their own.  If you have 
something you could make for the boxes, 
please let me know.    I am thinking we might 
get one workshop in before the due date. We 
have purchased the plastic boxes and life 
straws for the boxes. 

 We will need volunteers to deliver the 
boxes to McDonald Presbyterian....so if you 
can help, please let me know. 

Distribution of boxes:  Begins September 
14 

Collection will be: up to November 1 

 

REMEMBER, NOTHING WAR RELAT-
ED and NO LIQUIDS.  If you have ques-
tions, please contact me: 

740.278.2058; suedmarsh@hotmail.com; or 
my home number is 304.723.5550. 

 After completing the Upper 
Room, the building crew started on the 
deck.  When the roof was installed, the 
support posts were placed 5 1/2 feet in 
front of the existing deck.  To best uti-
lize this empty space and to give the 
deck a finished look, it was decided to 
extend the deck to the outer support 
posts.  

  Several of the posts were re-
moved and the fascia trim was modi-
fied to open up and enhance the ap-
pearance. The old deck boards were 
used where possible and new boards 
were installed to complete the job.  
Wide steps were built for the center 
section with handrails installed at the 
high end of the steps and on the deck.   

 The old benches were modified 
and installed along the brick wall.  The 
job was finished by pressure washing 
and sealing the wood.  

 We heard on good terms that 
Barb LaPosta will do the landscaping.   



 

 

ONLINE CONCERTS A SUCCESS 
 Although the COVID 19 forced the 
church to not have the Friday night concerts, 
Joel Peterson, Director of Outreach was able 
to arrange for us to have online concerts. 

 They included concerts by Matt Hy-
barger, the Padgetts, Chelsea Householder, 
Jonathan White, Rob Sheffer, and the 
Chrisagis Brothers. If you missed any of the 
concerts, they can be  heard on the church 
web site. Great job to all of the performers! 

  

MAT CLASS  
 Centa Bowland saw an article about 
making mats for the homeless out of grocery 
bags. She thought that was a great idea and 
learned how to make them. Then she started 
a Mat Class in the Gathering Place. 

 The group made mats for the home-
less in our area, Washington Mission, and 
Pittsburgh. They also made smaller mats for 
soldiers in areas that had a lot of sand so the 
soldiers could clean off the sand from their 
feet before getting into bed.  

 Then they heard that animal shelters 
would like them so they made more for 
them. They also taught people from other 
churches to make the mats, and they sent 
them out in their areas.  

 Centa moved but still came back for 
the classes. Then the virus hit, and the group 
quit meeting. They are not meeting now but 
after the first of the year, they hope to re-
evaluate if they will continue the class. They 
are looking for more people to crochet or 
fold bags. This is something that can be done 
at home, and if you do not know how to cro-
chet some from the group will teach you. 
Call Aggie Wiltrout (724-729-3068) if you 
are interested. 

 What a great ministry this is, and we 
know that  all of the people who received the 
mats want to thank you for your time and 
effort.  

 In the Sunday school classroom at 
the end of the Gathering Place, Aggie Wil-
trout made beautiful pictures from the gro-
cery bags. If you have not seen them, stop by 
the church and take a look. They are really 
works of art.  



 

 

 

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED  
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 This question was asked of several 
members of our congregation. Here are their 
answers. 

Lois Allen: I haven’t learned much because I 
have been staying in so much. I have learned to 
depend on my son, Jim. 

Victor Carducci: I learned a lot from work, and 
we have a lot less cases of COVID 19 than 
most parts of the country. There are many dif-
fering opinions about the pandemic, however. 

Shirley Jenkins: Patience. Stay in, stay away 
from people, less shopping, and no parties. So 
many people’s plans went astray. 

George Hamilton: Stay away from people. He 
does love the “home” church hosted by Patty 
Noah on the Pavilion. 

Leslie Jancart: Wear your mask, follow the 
rules.  

Dennis Jancart: Don’t panic, reason through it. 

Bea Jones: Being quarantined is a bummer! 

Leslie Killen: We don’t need everything we 
think we need to buy. It’s usually things we just 
want.  

Sue Lyons: I know God is in control. If I follow 
the rules (wear mask, keep distance, plan day), 
I will be safe. 

Doris Mason: After this, I can handle almost 
anything. 

Aggie Wiltrout: I was way too busy doing stuff 
and going places. It has given me time to evalu-
ate what is important to me. I do lose track of 
time now. 

 

Patty Noah: We have had many obstacles 
put in front of us, and the degree of how they 
affected our lives is how we handled them. 
The problems become easier when we have 
a strong faith.  

Ann Parsons: Inactivity has a cost. She has 
been too sedate and now has medical prob-
lems which she hopes to overcome soon. 

Marilyn Seibel: Found she was not feeling 
very productive when she was not working, 
but when she started watching her grandchil-
dren, she found it very fulfilling. 

Kathy Alvarez: Likes hosting “home 
church.” She appreciates things more like 
being safe, her home, and the beauty of the 
trees and flowers. 

Jeff Trump: Has learned to clean out and 
reorganize his stuff.  

Norma Yoho: Has only been out of the 
house four times since the pandemic started. 
She is very frustrated with the world for not 
following the rules. 

Barbara LaPosta: I have too much stuff and 
cleaning out is cathartic. Faith and family 
are always important, but in these times, 
they become more so.  



 

 

 

 ORCHIDS AND ONIONS 
ORCHIDS: To all of the teachers and admin-
istrators who returned to the classrooms. 

ORCHIDS: To everyone who choses to wear 
a mask to protect others and themselves. 

ORCHIDS: .To the doctors, nurses, dentist, 
and first responders who have risk their lives 
to take care of the sick. 

ORCHIDS: To all who vote.  

ORCHIDS: To all the freshmen who are in 
high school or college. It’s not how they ex-
pected school life to be. 

ONIONS: To those who disagree with politi-
cal signs and tear then down or break win-
dows with BBs. 

ORCHIDS: To Austin and Joel for their chil-
dren’s sermons.  

ONIONS: If you are not thankful for every-
day of your life.   

ORCHIDS: To the Session for working hard 
to reopen the church but keep us safe.   

ORCHIDS: For technology to let us go to 
church, order our groceries, meet with our 
doctors, keep us in touch with our families 
and friends, and  go to school on line. 

ORCHIDS: To all of the doctors and re-
searchers who are working on the virus vac-
cine.  

ORCHIDS: To those who have been provid-
ing the singing and music for our church ser-
vices and to Lucretia Schmate who played her 
saxophone for us. 

ORCHIDS: To the youth who led one of the 
services in August. Great job Austin! 

ORCHIDS: To those youth who have such 
high ideals and enthusiasm for life and values. 
May they keep them forever. 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

Karen Tate, Lynn Jones, Gary Tate, 
Shawn Schrockmen, Rosie Mason,       

Tim Watson, Sandy Monette,               
Timmy Jonczak, Jack Copenhaver, 
Thomas Jones, Marguerite Mason,   

Alyce Barto, Floretta Lipvich,               
Bill Beading, the Bernardi Family,      

Jimmy Mounts, and Kathy Speers.        



 

 

UPDATE FROM OUTREACH 
 It is hard to believe it is already Sep-
tember! 

 Since we started doing things differ-
ently to keep everyone safe in the middle of 
March, we’ve had to take things one day at a 
time as we do the next, faithful thing that God 
has in front of us. As a congregation, we’ve 
had to do a lot of things differently. We can 
thank God that we have received unexpected 
blessings along the way! 

 In many ways, we’ve found ourselves 
in a similar situation as the first Christians. 
Not being able to gather in one large congre-
gation, we have met in homes and outside to 
hear the message of Scripture, pray together, 
and ask tough questions about the message 
God has for us. The blessing for us, as for the 
first believers, is that we have grown together 
in faith through this time. We’ve reached peo-
ple we couldn’t reach before through online 
worship. And we’ve continued to share re-
sources God has faithfully provided for us.  

 Acts 2:44 tells us that those who be-
lieved in Jesus had everything in common. 
They sold property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need.” And Acts 4:32 says, 
“All the believers were one in heart and mind. 
No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything 
they had.” 

 Surely many of us have individual tes-
timonies of how, in this time, we have been 
blessed by the selfless sharing of a sibling in 
Christ. Many more of us can share how we 
have made sacrifices to be able to help a 
neighbor. 

 Your Outreach Team, as we fulfill         
our mandate to invest 10% of our church 
budget in ministries that reach beyond the 
walls of our church, has taken the Scripture  

 to heart. We were disappointed that we 
could not hold Community Day this year. 
We love that time of celebration, honor, 
and fellowship. However, we saw this 
change to our plans as an unexpected 
blessing, a way that we could share in a 
different way with those who have need. 

 Rather than hosting Community 
Day we were able to directly support three 
essential ministries in our wider communi-
ty. Urban Mission (Steubenville), City 
Mission (Washington), and Burgettstown 
Food Pantry are receiving donations from 
our Community Day funds that will sup-
port the ways they are continuing to our 
community during COVID-19. In addition, 
we were able to send hoagies to our area 
first responders to remind them of our 
prayers and God’s provision of daily bread. 

 Paris Church, YOU are making a 
difference in our community!  

 “Well done, good and faithful serv-
ants. Because you have been faithful over a 
few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things.” (Matthew25:23)  

   Joel Peterson 

   Director of Outreach  
  



 

 

The Budget & Stewardship Committee re-
ports that giving has been down substan-
tially during the Pandemic.  

We are currently behind budget by 
$21,250. 

We are grateful for those who continue to 
give and support the church in other ways 
during this time. Your support makes all 
of our ongoing ministries possible. 

You can give online, at ParisECO.net, or 
by mailing or dropping off your envelopes 
to the church office.   

ParisECO.net is getting 
a facelift! 

An updated website is 
coming soon with more 
ways to keep you going 
in service and growing 
in faith. 



 

 

Thank you for your contributions to our school supply 
collection! The students of Burgettstown Elementary 

have been blessed by your generosity. 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 THE STORY OF ASPARAGUS 
 Most adults and children know what the 
vegetable, asparagus, looks like. It’s green and is a 
leafless stalk with small buds at the top. If the stalk 
is not cut at the ground, it will grow into something 
that looks like a fern. Some people like to eat it, 
and some do not.   

 The sun helps it make chlorophyll and that 
gives it its rich green color. However, did you 
know there is white asparagus? It never sees the 
sun. Soil is used to keep it covered as it grows. The 
soil is mound up along the asparagus rows, and the 
mounds get higher as the plants grow. When they 
are ready for cutting, they are sliced off at the bot-
tom of the stalk. They are white or cream, but they 
are just like the green asparagus except for the col-
or. 

 So it is with people. God protected the peo-
ple who lived in the hot topical lands by darkening 
their skins to protect them from the sun. It let them 
live in the tropics and wear fewer clothes. Those 
folks who lived in warm but not as hot climates 
developed brown skin to protect them from the 
sun, too.  

 Those folks who were from colder areas of 
the world had to wear more clothes and cover their 
bodies to keep warm so they were light or white. 
 We are all like the asparagus. Our color 
depends on where our ancestors came from. Inside 
we are the same, only our colors are different. 
 Hooray, hooray that God protect us in so 
many ways that we don’t even think about. Maybe 
we should thank God for how He made us not 
make fun of those who are different from us.  
Thank you God for creating us different but the 
same. 



 

 

 DOWN THE GARDEN PATH     
 This year, 2020, will be remembered for 
many things, and one of them will be the hot sum-
mer weather . Some of us love it (Barb LaPosta), 
and some (like Rev. Tina) prefer cooler weather. 
Gardeners are at the mercy of the weather. Last 
year, I watered my containers in the back yard 
twice. This year it was almost daily, but now the 
weather is cooling and hints of autumn are in the 
air.  

 Now is the time for planning how to pro-
tect plants for winter. New plants should be 
mulched after the first frost. If mulched too early 
they get too warm and start to grow. The cold 
weather could kill the tinder shoots and eventually 
the plant. Prepare the area in the garage or base-
ment where bulbs will be stored. It should be dark 
and cool. 

 Clean your bird feeders and get in bird feed 
if you only feed in the cold months.  Get your bird 
feed early so you don’t have to carry it in the 
snow. 

 Start the clean up of containers, gardens, 
and flower beds as plants quite producing flowers 
or vegetables. Containers with flowers can have 
their beauty extended by placing small pumpkins 
or mums in them. (Treat mums planted this time of 
year as annuals. Sometimes they will grow the 
next year, but not often.) 

 Take a real or artificial pumpkin, cut the 
top off and make a hole in the bottom for drainage. 
Place a mum or other fall plant in it. It makes a 
beautiful container for outside. (Real pumpkins 
eventually start to sag and smell. Artificial pump-
kins last for years and can be rejuvenated with 
spray paint.) 

 

 

 Think of the birds as you clean off your 
flowers as they get frosted. They love the seeds on 
tall sedum, coneflowers, sunflowers, and anything 
that retains their seeds through the fall. As you 
clean the garden, keep the seeded plants to help 
the birds. 

 Bushes and trees that have berries that the 
birds like or that look pretty in the fall are service 
berry trees which have white flowers in spring and 
red berries in autumn; flowering dog wood; flow-
ering crabapple, arrowwood viburnum which has 
white flowers in the spring and blue-black berries 
in the late summer or early fall; winterberry which 
has bright red berries from fall into winter; and 
beautyberry which has beautiful violet to magenta 
colored berries which last until early winter. They 
brighten the landscape and help keep the birds fed. 

 Now is the time to plant bulbs. Don’t for-
get that squirrels and deer love tulips, but leave 
plants from the narcissus family alone. One fun 
and interesting thing to do is plant a container with 
bulbs that bloom at different times, and you can 
have flowers all spring.  

 Dig a hole for the container large enough 
for the pot and about 3-4 inches of leaves all the 
way around it. (Plastic pots work well.) Leave 
about 1 inch of the pot above the soil line. Put 
soiless potting mix in the pot, then start placing 
the largest bulbs on the bottom of the pot, then add 
tulips (if the deer leave them alone), and in the top 
layer add crocus and hyacinths. Get bulbs that 
bloom from early spring to early summer for con-
tinuous blooms. In the spring you can also add 
some pansies to fill empty spaces.  

 Cover the top of the container with 12 
inches of leaves for insulation. When tree buds 
begin to swell remove the leaves on top and sides. 
Place the plastic pot inside a decorative pot and 
enjoy. 
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SERVICES: Sunday 8:45 (Contemporary) and 11:00 A.M. (Traditional) Sunday School: 10:00 A.M.,  
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES: Mondays: 7:00 PM (church ),  Wednesday:  7 P.M. (LaPosta’s) 
and  (church), Thursday: Mat Class, 10 AM  (church).  

 SEPTEMBER: 

19-Blessing of the Pets and Vaccine 
Clinic. 

30-Community Flu Clinic 

  

 OCTOBER: 

  4-Church reopens but limited         
 number can attend.  

 25-Trunk or Treat 

NOVEMBER: 

11-Veterans Day 

26-Thanksgiving 

  

 

 

 

 

 


